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In tribute to Miss Barton, (TELEPHONE: DANSVILLE 220) 
her Dansville neighbors or- 
ganized, August 22, 1881 
the ‘Dansville Society of 
the Red Cross,” which now 
bears her name and is des- 
ignated as Chapter No. 1. 


Mrs. Freda T. H1iddal 

Curator 

The Hall of Fame for Great Americans 
1009 Fifth Avenue 
New York 28, N.Y. 





Dear Mre, Hii adal: 


Thank you for writing us so promotiv after our regiectered letter 
to Dr. Sockman (ae Hall of Fame Mrector) finelly reached vour office. 
We should have consulted a New York telenhone directory under Hall of 
Fame to make sure of the best address to use. The Worla Almanae for 


1961 gave only Dr, Soeckman's name and no address at all. The item 


concluded: : 
The Hall was endowed by 


Buets and tablets are donated..... 


xX 
mA 
tr 
why 
fa) 
jaf 
¢ 
5S 
G2 
0) 
Ss 
~J 
Us 
ta 
io 
om 
3 
ity) 
Xx 
=) 


The 1962 World Almanac information is essentially the same! 
“The Hall of Fame for Great Americans was a sift 
to the American veople by Mrg. Helen Gould Shenara. 
New York University acts as Trustee of the Shrine 
for the nation. Busts an@ tablete are Gonated.e... 
Ag a matter of curiosity, we have since compared the item tn 
the Information Please Almanac for 196°: 


"The Hall of Fame for Great Americans, established in 
1900 on the camous of New York University, is an onen- 
air colonnade with buets and tablets for 86 of the 89 
persons so far honored for national achi evemente. 
names are voted on everv five years by a Collere of 
Electors of about 100 eminent men and women, from 211 
the states. To be elected to the Hall of Fame, an 
individual must have been dead more than 25 veara 
\before 1922, the stipulation was 10 vearea), muet 
have been a citizen of the U.S., and must receive 
a majority vote. Nominations may be made by anv 
citizen.” , 


2 
New 


Possibly you will feel that both these sources of information 


might well be more svecific, to avoid misunderstandinegs. 


home for many years. In 1949, it was presented to the American Red Cross by her sons and daughter— 


The Chapter House is a Memorial to Emma Hartman Noyes, a Charter Member of the Chapter. It was her 
Nicholas H. Noyes, Jansen Noyes, and Katherine F. Noyes. 





Freda T. H1iddal -?- February 4, 1963 





We were so much impressed by the word “endowed, which occurs in 
the World ot ymanac text, that we failed to consider the probable imolica- 
cations of "donated." Since ovr letter was written, I have heard from 
a Massa achusetts friend, who is familiar with what took yvilace when Thoreau 
was nominated. He says that contributions were made by a number of indi- 
viduals and organizations, and that the total exnense involved was large. 


Thig knowledge places our "informal nomination" of Clara Barton 
in anew light. Neither our charter, nor the American National Red Cross, 
hag funds available for other vurvoses than maintaining the services of 
the organization and meeting running exvenses. 


Any memorials to Clara Barton that have had Red Cross support 
(such as a marker near the Battlefield of the Second Battle of Manacsag- 
Butt Rune in Vsreinia, and a monument on the Battlefield of Antietam in 
Maryland] have involved relatively little exnendi ture. The slab of 
marble used at Antietam was donated to the Washineton County Chanter. 


Evi dently we have been laboring under a miganvrehension regarding 
the Hall of Fame. The matter will be vlaced before our Executive Com- 
mittee on February 14. I feel sure that under the circumstances our 
only course will be to wi thdraw M3 ce Barton's name. There seems to be 
no vossibility that, in the Soring of 1964, we would be in a posi tion 
to comviete the nomination forme to which vou refer. 


Clara Barton would have been glad to know that Susan B. Anthony, 

her good friend, had received deserved recogni tion. She once said 

I would have the first monument that is ever erected to any women in 
this country reared to her. That was back in 1867, when she wae lec- 
turtne in Iowa, and found that a placard adver ti sing her lecture referred 
slichtingely to Mies Anthony. Following her lecture, wha Taunched on an 
impromtu.and auite fiery defense of Susan B. and the Suffrace Movement; 
soeaking to an audience largely of Ci vi Var veterans, ehe concluded by 
calline for "Three cheers for Susan B. Anthony? 0 Ty tine of this later 
to Frances E. a Liar 4d, she said, "Anda the very windows shook in their 
casements. 


in ht Vv AE ‘ r: 


ce D. COnklin 
Public Information Chairman 


THE HALL OF FAME FOR 
ie caie ML 
FEB -6 1963 
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